
History of Graduate Women WA. 

 

The International Federation of University Women (IFUW) was established in 1919 by two 

British and one American academics “… by fostering friendship and understanding, women 
graduates could help prevent another catastrophe such as the world war that had just ended.” 

The idea led to the formation of the Australian Federation of University Women (AFUW) 

and the first conference was held in Sydney in 1922. 

 

Dr Roberta Jull, with her friend Euphemia Ross, called a meeting of other WA women 

graduates and on the 22nd June 1923 the Women Graduate’s Association of Western 
Australia was formed with Roberta Jull as President.   

 

In June 2023 Association was 100 years old! 

 

The mission of GWWA is to: 

o promote lifelong education for women and girls; promote international cooperation, 

friendship, peace and respect for human rights for all, irrespective of their gender, 

race, age, nationality, religion, political opinion, gender and sexual orientation or 

other status; 

o advocate for the advancement for the status of women and girls 

o  and  encourage and enable women and girls to apply their knowledge and skills in 

leadership and decision-making in all forms of public and private life. 

 

Within this framework the Western Australian Association has a record of significant 

achievements.  Among these are: 

 

• the active contribution to the establishment of St Catherine’s College, the first female 
College in WA, the acquisition of 4 Park Road Nedlands for its headquarters and the 

hosting of many national conferences as well as the International Conference in Perth 

in 2004 for IFUW.  

•  

• Other significant achievements include sustained advocacy on behalf of women in 

various state and national forums, the presentation of seminars, the establishment of 

hiring academic regalia to students for graduation ceremonies which resulted in the 

setting up of an Education Trust. Through income and contributions the Trust has 

awarded over the years close to three quarters of a million dollars to assist women 

students to fund their tertiary education.  

•  

• Other awards include one given to the Department of Communities for a girl in care 

who is furthering her education and two scholarships to young girls being helped by 

the Smith Family. Following the disastrous Tsunami in Sri Lanka Graduate Women 

supported a pre-school in Galle for many years.  

 

• Fellowship has been encouraged with the establishment of two book clubs, a dinner 

and a theatre club. 

 



Over 100 years Graduate Women have actively contributed to the betterment of women and 

consequently men in Western Australia.  We are very proud of our efforts and that is what 

we are celebrating tonight. 


